Speech of Shri Jitin Prasada, Hon’ble Minister of State for Petroleum & Natural Gas for Plenary Session of Ninth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas on 8th January, 2011 at 1030 hrs.

at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi 

Shri Vayalar Ravi, Hon’ble Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs,

Ms. Ruby Dhalla, Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Canada,

Shri Sam Pitroda, Advisor to Prime Minister of India,

Hon’ble MPs Shri Jay Panda & Ms. Kanimozhi,

Shri Anirudh Suri, President GYIPS, 

Dignitaries on the dais,

Indians from all over the world,

Friends from press and media,

Ladies and gentlemen.

I am indeed pleased to be here amidst all of you on this 9th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD).   Over a very short span of time, this annual affair has become an important event not only on the calendar of Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) & Non Resident Indians (NRIs) but also here in India as well.  Considering the fact that the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs is itself only 6 years old, the achievements have been truly great and I would like to congratulate Shri Vayalar Ravi ji for this.  Sir, it is only your leadership that has made Pravasi Bharatiya Divas so relevant for the Indian diaspora as well as for all of us here.  Like in a true Indian tradition, where members of family make it a point to meet once in a year, we are happy to celebrate Pravasi Bharatiya Divas with our extended families, across the globe. 

2.
Friends, the very fact that over 2.5 crore of our Indian brothers & sisters are living in over 100 countries makes it one of the largest population spread over the world.  It is only natural that we need to periodically sit and discuss the issues concerning our brothers & sisters.  We note with satisfaction that where ever Indians have gone, whether it is the silicon valley’s IT industry, Newyork / London’s Bankers, Students, Gulf’s working hands or the very naturalised population of Africa, they have made a mark for themselves by following true Indian values of hard work, non-violence, honesty and by their friendly assimilation with the local populations.    

3.
It was indeed heartening and in fact quite enlightening to listen to such dignitaries as Ms. Dhalla, Shri Pitroda, Shri Panda, Ms. Kanimozhi and Shri Suri.  They have very pertinently placed before us the present perspective for engaging young overseas Indians.  We all have seen that in the past one decade the world has changed so much that today it is not a place which it used to be at the turn of this millennium.  Firstly the world is now more connected, in economic terms, in information exchange and also by frequent & speedier means of transportation being available.  So it is only natural that physical movement of people across the geographical national boundaries will further increase in the times to come.  It could be for business purpose, for livelihood or for education.  The second big change we witness is the changing demographic profile of the population in India vis-à-vis the Western Countries.  Whereas in India about half of our population is less than 35 years of age, the Western Countries are facing the problem of ageing populations.  This will be a major factor prompting the further migration of working hands from India to other such countries. Third significant factor is that the over-all world economy has moved from a principally manufacturing one to the service & knowledge based industries.  Today more jobs are in these sectors as compared to the manufacturing which is a major shift from the 20th century scenario.   

4.
We are proud to say that India has proven itself well through all these changes, including of course the recent recession, and in fact has emerged as a significant player in the comity of nations.  Whether it is the acronym of BRIC countries or G-20 forums, no new international platform is complete without India’s presence.  The fast economic growth over last number of years has helped generate unprecedented prosperity and job growth within the country.  Same level of growth is expected in next two decades also.  This would mean that our interaction with the world is only going to increase further albeit at a different level.  We are no longer seen as solely a supplier of cheap labour.  Our IT and business fraternity is now actually investing in Western Countries and thereby helping generate jobs there.   We have to prepare ourselves for this changed scenario.  It is not a coincidence that Heads of Governments of five major powers came to India in a single calendar year.  It is a testament to the growing relevance of India in the global economic & political scenario.  

5.
However, we can take advantage of this favourable state of affairs only if we channelise the youth energy in the right direction and with right momentum. Our government has consciously focused at Education at school level as well as by expanding institutes of higher learning like IITs & IIMs etc.  The Young Overseas Indians with their wealth of experience can be our valuable partners in this effort.  This would not only help them connect with their roots, but the next generation of the country would also benefit from their expertise and knowledge.  Today Indians, and that too at very young age, have become CEOs of big MNCs, State Governors in the USA, Deans of prestigious universities.  We would be indeed privileged to welcome them and join us at this very crucial moment of history when our nation is poised to assume a much bigger role at the world stage.     

6.
I would like to say that each one of you is an Indian Ambassador of goodwill in whichever country you are.  In fact, as Union Minister of State for Petroleum & Natural Gas, I often have to travel internationally and interact with various individuals / organizations working in this sector.    And I can proudly say that Indians are not only working at very senior and critical positions in big Multinational Corporations, but are always eager to put in their bit for the energy security of India.  This gives us a satisfactory assurance that with diaspora like ours, the future of our country is safe and bright.  In the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas we welcome your participation and contribution to make our country as energy self sufficient as possible.  At the same time it is our responsibility to address the various issues faced by you.  I am confident that the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs under Shri Vayalar Ravi ji is doing its best with new initiatives to help you in your Visa issues, your property matters back home, your investments or any other matter which might be bothering you.   

7.
I thank the organizers & personally Shri Ravi ji for giving me this opportunity to interact with you.  I wish you a happy new year & a comfortable stay.

Thank you! 

Jai Hind! 

