OPENING STATEMENT BY HON’BLE MINISTER(PNG) ON LAUNCH OF WEBSITE, POSTE & BROCHURE OF PETROTECH-2009

Good Morning to all.

1.  I am happy that under the guidance of the PETROTECH Society headed by Secretary(Petroleum & Natural Gas), IndianOil has begun preparations for this event in right earnest well in advance. I am sure that members of this Core Group would add tremendous value to the organisation of the event as truly world-class and well representative of India’s growing oil & gas sector. 
2. The PETROTECH series of International Oil & Gas Conferences has been growing in scale and participation with each passing year. The last event held in 2007 set new milestones in terms of numbers of delegates and exhibitors as well as the technical papers presented at the Conference. 
3. The success story of the India’s economic growth is being watched by whole world with renewed interest. Today India is the fifth largest consumer of primary energy and the third largest consumer of oil in the Asia-Pacific region, after China and Japan. In the wake of the high-octane growth in the economy, energy independence has to be a nation’s first and highest priority since growth is linked with high consumption of energy. For all those engaged in the oil & gas business, India presents a tremendous opportunity to create value and wealth and be  a partner in our growth. 

4. As India’s flagship oil & gas event, PETROTECH-2009 presents an opportunity to the participants to explore new dimensions, forge partnerships, network and collaborate for an energy-secure tomorrow.

5. I am hopeful that the eighth edition of PETROTECH in 2009 will see far-reaching global participation and be a true showcase of India’s oil & gas industry. 
6.       My best wishes to you all for a successful PETROTECH-2009.
Thank you.
